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Application of FPGA MultiBoot in LED display control system
CAO Hui', CHENG Hong-bin"?*, WANG Yang'?, ZHENG Xi-feng'**

(1. Changchun Cedar Electronics Technology Co., Ltd., Changchun 130103, China ;
2. Changchun Institute of Optics, Fine Mechanics and Physics ,
Chinese Academy of Sciences, Changchun 130033, China)

Abstract; During the process of updating the FPGA program and display parameters of the LED dis-
play control system, unexpected situations such as power failure or incorrect erasure may be encoun-
tered, which can result in the system to fail to work. In order to improve the reliability of the system,
the FPGA program backup and system self-recovery are studied in this paper. Firstly, the MultiBoot
configuration principle of Xilinx Spartan-6 FPGA is introduced. Then, according to the requirements
of FPGA program and display parameter setting, the flash memory multi-region program and display
parameter backup storage method are studied through the hardware design. Through the detailed pro-
gramming of the FPGA MultiBoot configuration module, automatic call backup, automatic judgment,

and hot restart of the program are realized. Finally, the generation method of the FPGA main and
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backup program firmware files is introduced. By simulating the FPGA program update error, it is ver-

ified that the system could call the ICAP setting register to trigger the IPROG command, and make

sure the FPGA hot start to call the backup program to reconfigure. As a result, the stability and relia-

bility of the LED control system updating and display parameter setting process are met by the practi-

cal application of FPGA MultiBoot configuration.

Key words: FPGA; MultiBoot; LED display; control system
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RS 2H B, 0 3 R 2% i . SE B LED R
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PR BT A R R . B REIA W&
AR 80 ¢ BV FE 9 1] 547 1 e Y O e 5 T IR M)
W BE B AT R4 T — iR UCR

EFRFE M hon & TR H v, LED BoR
PR (T X 240 h AW Wiz 47 . A LA DR 3 1 3 40
P FHOE R 8 K B, R G ) 4% 4% i TR
Kk R R ANE Flash 1768 B9 F 5 S 7652
i A A PR T 07 A R A B B e R
I 45 g DR e SC A 5 M ) 1 0, S0 feE B 37 7T
2 TR %1 (Field Programmable Gate Array, FP-
GAYM AR B s N T8 — MR e St R T
FBT BRIy, 15 N R R B . il ad Xilinx Spar-
tan-6 FPGA ) MultiBoot f#:, 5 i FPGA £ &
Pt it 78 Flash B — [ @ XU 2 TR T
M FPGA B3 7 A B 08 & R 7 IR B i
F S 75 000 2% 45 B T RE L B JS R R AR T L 0
FEH RO,

2 % FEERE

Spartan-6 FPGA 7E 18 i i A #8358 Flash Jin
A T H B P S (mes) , 58 1 FPGA 19 i
BIGPATRGNEE., mes XM — B RA&—1 1t
PR BB ST, B W 2 F A £ 4. Spartan-6
FPGA H-A MultiBoot % ic & # P, ok 52 8
MultiBoot fll Fallback #2/F, MultiBoot #4E 7
DI PEFEH N Flash 5 224> FORE U SO Ao 28 CH
Ry —A> il ICAP B8 % 77 4% 9 fil & TPROG
WA TERGEARL EHAFI T X FPGA H#iAc
B SIURTFE B i, Fallback #1F 2 76 V) #

TR L AR O SC Ao AR v b R I T IR Y A
RO SR AT 04T FPGA Y E0B AL & .

MultiBoot # # it & i # 1 A Header,
MultiBoot Fl Golden 3 A~ Lt 4 Uit Bt & SCF , b B
SR Flash £7-4if 2t (9 L6 45 a0 SO 2H 218 X &
FPGA B E LA 1 Frox.

0xFFFFFF
Strike 0..2 MultiBoot 2nd
Q EEARRR A Image
Strike 3..5 Golden 3rd
Q Lo SO Image
Strike 6..8 1st
Q Header Image
0x000000

K1 MultiBoot 12 %8 it & i &

Fig.1 MultiBoot logic configuration process

Header it & 3C 449 & [F) 4 F* . MultiBoot Al
Golden fig & SCF 7 Flash 77 fif B & Uf b bk 45 15
B RS EHEL,FPGA M 0 #isik N4k Header
[ S T O 9| R S < A =
MultiBoot e 8 , 3 J2 i & JH /= i ] 09 & 48 % AL
¥ . Golden L # IR & M2 2 FF . 5 m
# MultiBoot HC ' H #5iF . fil & Fallback 4 . il
BIZE LTI E FPGA,

WK 1 B 7~ Header, MultiBoot 1 Golden
(Fallback) Pt & SCA4 78 0 28 ik A% v Y 8 i AR 4
AH R A7 2% 9 1508 1Y 05 b ik (6 FPGA 2 E 8T
INER 3 U, I R ECR B g 4 B Strike, A
Strike BIHELE Y 6. WM 0 HulEIF 4R . FPGA 4
7 Header > MultiBoot = Golden (Fallback) —
Header 1) 1 ¥F i 2. # M Al MultiBoot #
Golden(Fallback) Bt & 3C {4 i 2 i 2y o W) 45 1k 1
® . BRIEH Strike (HEIN 1,5 £ 3 X, Strike {H
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Fallback #:1F — B #% fit & H jin 2% Golden it
B, A E R RS 8 IPROG 4 4 4 g
SR R B N 2% Al FPGA it & SC 4, MultiBoot
Rt s TSR R R L2 BRI TR
B RGN AR

3 Z%p A&t

LED /8 R 4 7 i & 2 fras, 3 m
MultiBoot & il fHe , R FR A ML 4 15 , 4% B 48 4
WA T Xilinx PE ) ICAP B 18 Be & SC0F & 1%
IPROG fiv 4 #3 a8 Flash o 7745 10 £5 F A2
FP L Se BN FPGA EH LS .

Spartan-6 FPGA SPI Flash
LEDEHIRAEF
MultiBoot# il i1k FPGA
LK | CLK m E Control
m -
Triger m /& D 7D: “:
K2 R ERRIT

LED & /R 45 il 22 G0 5T % AS 5] 4 b o 5 22k
TTAHVEEL Y B s S 808 &, 7€ SPI Flash PSR 2
IRBH B SRR IT I AT DI REAR ST M A % . RGE
IR R SO R S0 S S,
5% FPGA Fi & o S A ) S8 7R B 19 15 8 7

Rk FEWR I Flash £6% X 43 0 12 5 S
DRI B SO IX B8 P SO X AR A 52 345 A Y
(ORI LU AR AR 5 & 306 R 1 B SO 2 A 1 A
BT BB R AR A PR B A B A A 1R B AR
PR B B SO AL R Al B PR U
fih | 718 K B R HT 5 . Gamma % W IE RELFR S,

SPI Flash 75 5 i B 5 R 40 % 11 09 i 408
XM FPGA & MBS 56, 18 &k 3 Moo R
FHARIR B = 4 Wi Fh FPGA BC B n 2% 83 7 &
SPI Flash W77 fi% Header. 3 # F MultiBoot. £
P Golden FbHFIL SC4E AT 2 A F 7 M & 2R
B E SCF (Config.hex) . T AL S M25P16,16
Mbit(0x000000-0x1FFFFF) 2 & (1 Flash #4104

Fig.2 System scheme design

31 B

XM FPGA Rl &

A Xilinx Spartan-6 Lx16.

Flash %5 M25P16,FPGA 45 SPI Flash ¥ ¥ &
T 00 B o AN T 3 T L B i B Sk <1 SPI S
B M1:0] = 2'b0157
25V33V12V
T 1 T
< < <
Q Q Q
L|HSWAPEN © O 9
- :“: § g M25P16
33 V_L_ Mi SPI Flash 3V
4'”‘% = o MOSI—ID  VCC|——r
oa DN{—o TomD 1%
33V Spantan-6 CSO_Bf—S W
g VREF Lx16 CCLK—IC GND
b T™S L
g TMS 33V
£i R wr B 435
8 1 TDI DOﬁE 4;7K
O NC 47K
g NC__|suspEND D PROG_ B2
L i_ N

B 3 e E R CRE R B

Fig.3 Configuration interface hardware circuit

it g 1 s,
£ 1 Flash FFfE=E
Tab.1 Flash storage space
HHK Kk S Hu 25 ]
Header Header Header 000000
Golden Golden 000044
=R & HR T 07FFFF
080000
BRSHK BRBH
FPGA i w 08FFFF
F I
A i 090000
fip ) GAMMA
X\ BB | S %
i o 09FFFF
X X 0A0000
ZEER I R Bk
O0FFFFF
MultiBoot MultiBoot 100000
TRF FREF 17FFFF
180000
BARSHE | | BRSH
FPGA | & w 18FFFF
FEE | B H 190000
| F B iR | S |GAMMA %
yas " 19FFFF
X X 1A0000
R LA &S
1FFFFF
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BB B AR S R A
FPGA bEIFRB N IBEH . S B R G R G8 K 3%
W45 B R DI RE (W] i O i AR B 4 it it

N
Strike<3
Goldenithiil:
AR N
Strike<6

N, Strike=6/7/8

K4 P iEfT iR

Fig.4 Program operation flowchart

ICAP_SPARTANG_inst (
BUSY(BUSY),
.0C0),
.CE(CE),
.CLK(CLK),
I(D

PGS MR AR 5 A SCR AR 2R Flash 7P 5
A SE R i AR PR SV M R A5 S . B R
Jrik FPGA BC & H AR . W35 Header U1 5
5 .MultiBoot # Golden 2 J¥ 3C {4 i f. ICAP
B, W R fil & A1) L R 3% TPROG 4, 553 FP-
GA EHBLE ., BP0 R 3 XIS K 4
N

R P12 1T AR Header BL & SCHHE NS
5| 1M .2 I8 Xilinx Spartan-6 54 X P #54H
RN Nk 2 frn) B L miFHE 4
BARIE B Header Be SO IR 47 HEX JE R,
Bl 5 i IS FF AE i GENERAL2 5 A 4R 4 K4
INER AN TN

MultiBoot fil Golden ¥ g 5¢ &M W], 75
ZER M Golden # HIFR ¥ A X I _E £ LR 7
FHY 4R 4 1Y Flash # B 5 A B W 5 Hb Bk K
MultiBoot F#2 7 Hu ik, HL 4 F2 ¥ 7E SPI Flash iz
I it 75 25 Header F2 )7 SCF P M bk % & X
BL . 78 E TR MultiBoot 4 il #5 8 v [w] i} 451
fb ICAP #, Xilinx 9 % ¥ V- & ISE i
ICAP Ji 1% B 42 4 Edit — LanguageTemplates,
Verilog — Device Primitive Instantiation —
Spartan-6 — Config/BSCAN Components —>
Internal Configuration Access Port ( ICAP _
SPARTANG) , /I # T 40°F -

// Busy/Ready output
// 16Bit Configuartion data output
// ICAP Enable input(Active-Low)
// Clock input
// 16Bit Configuration data input

WRITE(WRITE) // Read/Write control input

)3
&2 Header BEXHRNIES
Tab.2 Header configuration directive definition
A= fic B A iR ]
1 FFFFFFFF 25 1R
2 AA995566 [F] 25
0x3261=[1 GENERAL1 5 14 TYPEL iy 7% 4&;

3 32610000

0x0000= MultiBoot F&J¥ Ik 16 fiihk[15 = 0]




160 RS RN % 35 %
& ®
75 il ' iR il
0x3281= 1] GENERAL2 5 1 4~ TYPE1 0 F%¥& ;
4 32810310 0x03=SPIX1 {15 4 #EM,
0x10=MultiBoot & J¥ )75 8 pihhlk[23 ¢ 16]
0x32A1=1[7 GENERAL3 5 1 4~ TYPEI i 7 %% ;
5 32A10044
0x0044 = Golden 27 [k 16 7 Hihk[15 = 0]
0x32C1 =11 GENERAL4 5 14~ TYPE1 i %¥ ;
6 32C10300 0x03=SPIX 1 3154 #A1EH,
0x00= Golden 2 # Y& 8 (k[ 23 ¢ 16]
; Y E10000 0x32E1=18 GENERALS5 5 1 4 TYPE1 # 5 %4 ;
' 0x0000= JJ J 774 F13J7 [ 3 s 22 4> 7 %2 BT 7 9 15 S
0x30Al=1[i CMDE 14> TYPEL 0yF%#;
8 30A10000
0x0000= 25 #:VE A &
0x3301 = MODE_REG 5 14> TYPEL &Y% %¥ ;
0x2100=1% & NEW_MODE i {E[13]=0,
9 33012100 BUSWIDTH f{E[12 : 11]=00,
BOOTMODE[10 : 8] fii{i=001,
BOOTVSEL fiifH[7 : 0]=0
0x3201=11 HC_OPT_REG 5 14 TYPEI B 7%4E ;
10 3201201F
0x201F= 1% INIT_SKIP[6]fi =0
0x30Al=1[i CMD 5 14> TYPEL 0yF%#;
11 30A1000E
0x000E=IPROG %%
12 20002000 TYPEL 288 () =5 #E a4
13 20002000 TYPEL 2B ) 55 B E i 4
TYPE1 ¥
HEX 32810310 ax_ [ [ [ L[ LT L] [
I [N 10 BoRm16RL |
CE
BIN 001 10 010100 00001 00000011 00010000 ’_
RrgE [15:13] [12:11] [10:5] [4:0]  [15:8] [7:0] WIRTE—\
$o4 TYPEI Sfe GENERALZ &W?n GENERAL2 GENERALE ’7
B mR e SERER T, " WEBSH Al 1[0:n] :@O@:@C
B 5 484 B A s 6 ICAP Bl +48 4B 7 B (1 B4k 580 16 biv)
Fig.5 Detailed examples of command data Fig.6 ICAP write data instruction timing chart (I

bus width is 16 bit)

FEAH 28 Vi, 3 ik an & 2 s 1% Multi-
Boot #& il £ He op ok & ML K X CE. CLK. I,
WRITE 4 /M55 AN Wi E K & 3% 45 4 % . A H
JerE BUSY.O BME™ . ICAP 5 BdE iy 35 4 it
JPEE 6 i,

I8 Xilinx Spartan-6 & 4 X N &8 AH 3¢ % 47
AR 3E AR AL R 2 )P S 1>2—>38
—11—>12—>13 B 6 4~4§ % ICAP M (A, A4 M

IPROG %54, ICAP_SPARTANG K w2k 58 &
k16 bit, 7 G Y 6 4> 32 bit 154 5k ik
Pr ok 16 bit Bd, KL E& TP N Flash 5 A%
AR Spi_wda=1 K ik & 55, LB E & BT
TEL W % Iz 17 i #2 A 3h 3 i3 % FPGA 1
BBLE . 5 IPROG 82 REVLE 7 FiR .
RS HLE % IPROG 48 4 55 8] ICAP #
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Spi_wda=1,}\ | REG=16'h
CE=1 A

A
TYPE1%H!
(NOOP_0)
I_REG=16'h
2000

WRITE=0 WRITE=0

7 H IPROG 54 REHL
Fig.7 Write IPROG instruction state machine

(it B v, TR 16 bit £ 95 B ECHE 4 o K
% 8 bit 1985, £ 5 8 bit i 58 F N FEAT — IR AL
¥ . ( Bit Swapping ) #: 1E. # & ICAP _
SPARTANG A% #2205t 31 457 5% 4 J5 (1 IE B 46 4 . f
HWBES BT Verilog 1847 .

wire [15: 0] I; /#F4T Swap ZJG A

reg [15: 0] I_REG; //#AT Swap Bi#J 1
WA R

assign I = {I_ REG[8], I REG[9], I REG
[10], I REG[11], I REG[12], I REG[13], I_
REG[14], I REG[15], I_REG[0], I_REG[1].
I REG[2], I REG[3], I REG[4], I_REG[5].
I REG[6], I_REG[7]}; //Flash ¥ SPI #ix
T B 7 B B4 8 bit 4T — K Swap $§:1E
(RP B4~ 8 > Bit s 47 m AR B 45

] 30, 422 B B3R 7 e B A B ik R A5 S &
W 2 vh BT A 4 2 B0H 38 B 2R 8 RS LI
T, AT LA AE MultiBoot $5 il 5 B o AR 45 P 356 ik
K AN A S 4 ICAP %R R B st
5t FPGA % 8h 1 3 5 W Fp AS [6] 19 #1433 3 37
fic & 5,

4 R B AL A

Xilinx Spartan-6 % 5l ) FPGA 75 224 5 &%
20 mes I N AE G AR SCHE [ Ak 2] 51 38 e & A7 1
arth, B FPGA A shmaJf 52 il & . A3
(4 mes SCPFELE 3 AN BRI SO A 2 4> HEX XX
T AR 25 3] mes SO B R FE v, T AR E B
R VHEX SCHE7E Flash A7 ) 9 3 1 41k
Hu 5 2587 NAT C Flash #5555 A
TS A T R AR st BEAH R L KRR FPGA

FIE AR AR 1 ke 3 % 7 i) 7 e AR

K HI Xilinx ISE *F 5 58 U F 4 A F2 7 19 T
I H S it JE , 8 At 2O ) Generate Pro-
gramming File 4 i F 72 F¥ MultiBoot.bit £ 2
F¥ Golden.bit, fEAHCCAFMAER — H T, fif
HVISE ¥ 5 W I 45 % 47 % 11 ISE Design Suite
32/64 Bit Command Prompt T. BN # I LLF
A BRSE L Flash A7 00 = 0] 16 AT 58 Si (1 9 A7 455
1% (mes) SCHF,

(1)promgen -p bin -r Header_SPIx1.hex -o
Header_SPIx1.bin, WE 8 i, LHE FHY
Header Jit & SCOF AT A% A 4

& |7 D:\12\Header_SPIxLbin - Notepad++ ES
X#EO REE BEQ WBAV BRM ESQ BEQ =0
sHEE LAl 4dDHR 2| s

[=] Header_SPIx1. binl

‘Addressﬂlz34567893bcdef
00000000 £f £f £f £f aa 99 55 66 31 el ££f £f 32 61 00 00
00000010 32 81 03 10 32 al 00 44 32 cl 03 00 32 el 00 00
00000020 30 al 00 00 33 01 21 00 32 01 00 1f 30 al 00 Oe
00000030 20 00 20 00 20 0O 20 OO

Kl 8 Header Bt & A4 #% 5%

Fig.8 Header configuration file format conversion

(2)promgen -w -p mcs -spi -s 2048 -data file
up 000000 Header SPIx1.bin -u 000044 Golden.
bit -data file up 080000 Config. hex -u 100000
MultiBoot.bit -data file up 180000 Config.hex -o
D:/H M _G.mcs,

fir % & S B

— spi: £ M mes 3 2 4k B SPI
Flash

—p mos: A RSO RS R mes 45 5

—s 2048 %E X HhEAT i A% B AR . 2 048
kbytes X 8/1 024=16 Mbit;

—data_file up 000000 Header SPIx1.bin:%4
%5 Header_ SPIx1 ) BIN 34 7E Flash i) 15
Mok 0x05

—u 000044Golden. bit: 44 5 & Golden ¥ Lt
e CMEAE Flash A2 06 Mtk o 0x44 5

—u 100000MultiBoot. bit : 44 & MultiBoot
f LU R SCHETE Flash B9 16 H4ik 24 0x1000005

—data_file up 080000 Config. hex: & F N
Config By HEX 3 7£ Flash By & & #b bt
A 0x80000;

— data_file up 180000 Config. hex: & F N
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—o D /H M _G.mes: &5 0032 fig
FERY H 5%,

H I mes R it ISE #iF & o
IMPACT #4426 mes XF I 4LF] SPI Flash 1,

5 MM ELER

Mt ISE F & 4 Y Simulation 5 {4 Xt
B vEAT 05 Bl 3 BN Test Bench, 48083 15
SHRHIEREFE 58 Flash FRIRE S Spi_wda,
XF MultiBoot 4% il 5 e # 17 {5 5. Kl 9 & Flash
FHIN A X ICAP & A5 5 09 05 E 45 5L, 7T
DL B RS LA A& R T IPROG i 4 I 47
B 5 0 BE & 3% 4h TCAP Bidk,

2R e § e[ @ p 2[0ms []6 Il [ Reloma)
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Fig.9 ICAP_SPARTANG6 IPROG command simulation

WE 10 s, A E i LED R & it
T EETFRRE T MR, T AR K g AT .
Th 9% A8 e A% s o HEX SCHF, i B A HL

K10 LED Won-F & CGRAF il R 5 Bom )
Fig. 10  LED display platform (software, control

system, display)
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PEFNET R0 . B, BoR B T SO S WoR Bl B
Sy DX A RS R T Gl B A AL R X
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